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The  State  Center  for  Health  Statistics  collects  and  publishes  data  on  a  variety  of  health-related  subjects  in 
several  different  formats.  This  primer  is  to  serve  as  a  reference  for  finding  the  specific  data  needed  in  SCHS 
publications. 

Before  proceeding  with  this  primer,  the  matched  and  unmatched  infant  death  files  need  to  be  defined.  The 
matched  file  is  a  file  in  which  the  births  and  infant  deaths  for  a  specified  period  have  been  paired.  This  file 
allows  for  matching  birth  and  death  characteristics.  Also,  the  deaths  need  not  have  occurred  in  the  birth  year, 
but  rather  during  the  first  year  after  the  birth.  For  example,  if  a  child  born  in  December  1988  dies  in  February 
of  1989,  this  death  is  counted  as  a  postneonatal  death  in  1989  in  the  unmatched  file.  The  matched  file, 
however,  will  show  this  as  a  postneonatal  death  for  1988,  because  the  matched  file  reflects  deaths  to  children 
born  in  the  calendar  year  1988. 

The  numbers  and  rates  in  the  Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  Statistics  volumes  are  from  the  matched  file.  Unless 
specified,  other  publications  from  SCHS  use  data  from  the  unmatched  files. 

Two  other  terms  which  are  often  misunderstood  are  occurrence  and  residence.  Using  births  as  an  example, 
occurrence  births  are  events  which  happen  in  an  area  (state,  region,  county,  city,  etc.),  regardless  of  the 
residence  of  the  mother.  Resident  births  are  events  that  happen  to  mothers  living  in  an  area,  regardless  of 
where  the  birth  takes  place.  For  instance,  a  mother  from  Hyde  County  goes  into  labor  in  Charlotte  and  has 
the  baby  at  Presbyterian  Hospital.  Since  this  birth  is  to  a  woman  who  lives  in  Hyde  County,  the  birth  is 
considered  a  Hyde  County  resident  birth.  The  file  on  occurrences  will  show  this  as  a  Mecklenburg  County 
birth  since  the  event  happened  at  a  Mecklenburg  County  hospital.  Unless  specifically  noted  as  occurrence 
births,  all  birth  information  issued  from  the  State  Center  for  Health  Statistics  is  resident  data.  This  is  because 
most  people  are  interested  in  events  involving  persons  who  live  in  an  area,  rather  than  those  events  that 
happen  in  an  area. 


BIRTHS 

Birth  data  are  among  the  most  requested  items  from  the  State  Center  for  Health  Statistics.  Births  and  birth 
rates  are  shown  in  the  following  publications: 

"BABY  Book" 

Vital  Statistics,  Volume  i 

"Health  Statistics  Pocket  Guide" 

Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  Statistics,  Volumes  i  and  2 

Birth  rates  are  expressed  as  births  per  1,000  population,  unless  they  are  called  fertility  rates.  Fertility  rates 
are  expressed  as  births  per  1,000  females  in  an  age  group  or  per  1,000  total  females  of  childbearing  ages 
(15-44). 

DEATHS 

Deaths  and  death  rates  are  shown  in  the  following  SCHS  publications: 

Vital  Statistics,  Volume  1 

Leading  Causes  of  Mortality,  Volume  2 

"Health  Statistics  Pocket  Guide" 

Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  Statistics,  Volumes  1  and  2 

Detailed  Mortality  Statistics 

Death  rates  are  expressed  as  deaths  per  1,000  population  for  total  deaths  or  deaths  per  100,000 
population  for  age-specific  or  cause-specific  death  rates. 

MARRIAGES  AND  DIVORCES 

There  is  very  limited  information  available  on  marriages  and  even  less  on  divorces.  Data  are  only  available 
on  an  occurrence  basis  since  the  two  persons  involved  may  have  different  counties  of  residence.  Marriages 
and  divorces  and  rates  are  shown  in  North  Carolina  Vital  Statistics:  Volume  1.  Both  rates  are  expressed  per 
1,000  population. 

ABORTIONS 

Abortions  are  reported  to  SCHS  by  the  abortion  providers.  These  reports  show  no  names  and  only  limited 
demographic  information.  Abortions  and  abortion  rates  are  shown  in  North  Carolina  Reported  Abortions  and 
abortion  rates  are  given  in  the  "Health  Statistics  Pocket  Guide." 

Abortion  rates  are  per  1,000  females  in  specified  age  groups  as  well  as  all  women  of  childbearing  ages 
(15-44). 

PREGNANCIES 

Pregnancies  are  a  composite  of  births,  abortions  and  fetal  deaths  (stillbirths  of  greater  than  20  weeks 
gestation).  These  three  components  are  totaled  to  produce  the  number  of  reported  pregnancies.  Stillbirths  of 
less  than  20  weeks  gestation  are  not  included  in  this  number,  and  there  is  no  feasible  way  to  collect  these 
events.  Pregnancy  rates  are  shown  in  the  "Health  Statistics  Pocket  Guide"  as  well  as  North  Carolina  Reported 
Abortions. 


OTHER  HEALTH  DATA 

The  State  Center  for  Health  Statistics  also  collects  limited  data  on  hospitals  and  nursing  homes.  This 
information  is  published  in  three  volumes:  Health  Facilities  Data  Book:  Hospital  Summary  Report,  Health 
Facilities  Data  Book:  Patient  Origin  Report,  and  Health  Facilities  Data  Book:  Nursing  Home  Summary  Report. 
These  books  supply  data  on  staffing,  bed  complement,  days  of  care,  and  utilization  statistics. 

The  "Health  Statistics  Pocket  Guide"  also  supplies  information  on  social,  demographic  and  economic 
indicators;  employment,  farm  and  school  statistics;  social,  welfare  and  medical  program  expenditures; 
pregnancy  outcome  statistics;  morbidity  and  mortality;  and  health  care  resources  data.  These  data  come  from 
a  variety  of  sources  for  the  United  States,  North  Carolina,  and  the  South  Atlantic  Area  with  a  ranking  of 
where  N.C.  falls  among  other  states  in  the  nation. 

The  Local  Health  Department  Survey  Summary  compares  staffing  and  facility  data  for  the  Department  of 
Human  Resources  regions.  Included  are  the  number  of  staff  by  occupational  categories,  contract  staff  hours 
worked,  number  of  satellite  sites  and  various  questions  about  the  buildings  health  departments  are  housed  in. 
These  data  are  most  useful  for  comparing  a  county  to  state  and  regional  data  to  determine  unfavorable  (or 
favorable)  staffing  or  building  situations. 

N.C.  Communicable  Disease  Morbidity  Statistics  is  produced  by  the  Communicable  Disease  Branch  of  Health 
Services  and  is  distributed  by  SCHS.  The  Communicable  Disease  Report  Card  is  used  to  report  certain 
communicable  diseases  within  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  This  data  is  available  for  N.C,  each  county,  and 
military  bases  in  the  state. 

REGIONAL  DATA 

Most  SCHS  publications  contain  data  for  Department  of  Human  Resources  Regions  (DHRs)  Perinatal 
Care  Regions  (PCRs)  and  Health  Service  Areas  (HSAs).  These  regions  are  used  for  planning  purposes  and 
provide  more  stable  rates  than  county-level  data.  Some  reports  also  include  data  for  cities  with  greater  than 
10,000  population  in  the  most  recent  U.S.  census. 

ALPAHBETICAL  LISTING  OF  DATA  BY  SOURCE 

Because  SCHS  publishes  similar  information  in  many  reports,  it  is  helpful  to  know  where  to  find  the 
specific  type  of  information  needed.  The  following  pages  provide  an  alphabetized  listing  of  data  types  and  the 
source(s). 
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